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ONE OF THE WORLD’S TOP VIOLISTS, DETROIT-BORN
KIM KASHRKASHIAN BRINGS PASSION, INTENSITY AND
FIERCE ETHNIC PRIDE TO HER LIFE AND HER MUSIC

By MARK STRYKER
FAZE PRESS NUSK. ARITER

LEVELAND—Woneo(tb_ewur-ld's

great violists, is a little

once her head hit the pillow.

“Allthe other worries [ put 2side seemed to come out,” she tells a
friend.‘Ontheoﬂnerfﬂnd.Imhwemydnghba’sgndnuionan
planned.”

TlnDet:oit-bomKaﬂ\knhim.SS,whoperﬁoruattbeupmm-
ing Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival, is one of just a few violists
with a thriving solo career. But even within 2 small circle, she
stands out for her maverick sensibility, storyteller expression and
tbebcmdthofhu-aetiviﬁaasaperforw.muﬁnguﬁst,m
ua:i'dmchampiooolmu:morwmusic.

“Kim is absolutely at pinnacle,” says Detroit Symphony Or-
hestra violist Caroline Coade. “She's 2 role model We all want to
yuild awareness hf.ﬁs. incrtdiblem 'mtnmvdedut She's out there
vith orchestras, playing chamber music and teaching.

Kashkashizn i8 5-foot-5, but her long neck and lean, lithesome
bamecmted:eiﬂnsionthatsln’staﬂer.Sbehasasoﬁface.higb
Mbons,plainﬁneyea.sbmtbrmhﬁ,multra—hr@tmﬂz

See KASHRASHIAN , 2F

ashian’s journey to the top of
er profession seems paved
iiudes the Peabody Conser-
atory, rubbing shoulders with
Znts like Rudolf Serkin and
elix Galimir at Vermont's
restigious Marlboro Festival
d competition prizes. She
unched her solo career work-
g with the perspicacious Lat-
an violin wvirtuoso Gidon
remer in the early '80s.
0 Cupymghi 2000 Tho Oerst Newsessd Fire o
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every marning, but I've learned
thatif  can't fight through it, at
least there's so ing on the
other side of it. I've trained my-
sell to be happy.”

Extraordinary towch and muance

The viola is the Rodney Dan-
gerfield of the orchestrs, its
players the butt of endless
jokes such ax How can you tell
that a2 violist is playing out of
tune? The bow is moving. Kash-
kashian's favorite is the most
macabre: How do you make a
violist sit up straight? Stab him
in the back.

Larger and more unwieldy
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than the violin, the viola i the
alto voice of the string section.
Solo reperloire is imited but
growing thanks to players like
Kashkashian and her Russian
contemporary Yuri Bashmet,
heirs to William Primrose, the
most important violist of the

Kas&l:adﬁan’smagicstam
with dark-complexioned
purity of her tone and absolute

tone was seared into her DNA.
She speaks of his voice longing-
ly — “it's as familiar to me asg
the color of the sky” — and ev-
ery time she picks up the viols,
she's playing a duet with his
Spirik.

twined and can't live without
each other. But melody for me
is the guiding engine."

Her taste for contemporary
music was formed a5 2 teen in-
taxicated by the visceral sonor-
ities and pleasures of new mu-
$i¢ on record, By now, she has
had dozens of works written for
her and forged illuminating

O Caprpriost I8 Tas Coiot Xiwiddebedt Five Pos
Fhoce coreys B paalch akecly Wy repens.
A R Rromves

1iQr -5

partnerships with many impor-
tant composers,
Once when preparing 2

kashian traveled to Budapest to
play for him. She thought she
was prepared. Five hours later
they were still only bwo lines in-
to the piece.

*Thad a complete midlife cri-
sia,"” she says. "The things he
asked for, things I wasn't able
to do until later, generated a
whole new level of playing for
me. | didn't know there were 30
many layers o the onjon.”

The composers are grateful
forheradvocacy.l(uhhahnnof }
gave the premiere of a new con-
wukxby in Boston Speahhz’:

ago in ;
through 2 transiator, the Ar-
menian composer compared
hertoPetrarch’s muse and not-
ed that she always remains at
the service of the composer in-
stead of the other way around.

nese in Cleveland on this morn-
ing is teaching @ master class at
2 workshop named for her owm
legendary teacher, Karen Tut-
tle, who declining
health at age 88 has made it
here for the weekend. Her stu-
dents treat her with the affec-
tion and reverence reserved for
mzfriarchs. Kashiceshian Fkes
to call ber Tut, snuggie up to
her and kiss her cheelc

“I had 2 lesson with her two
days 2g0," she says as the van
heads to class. “It's amasing
how much you forged.”

The class is at the Cleveland
Institute of Music in a recital
hall flooded by natural light.
Anna Hoopes, 17, plays the first
movement of William Walton's
mehConoeno.Kaahhhﬁs;
ian, wearing a loose red shi
andbhctofskirt. dives into the
marrow of interpretation.

“Are you nervous? Kash-
kashian asks,

Sal20

you
sciowsly slow it down? You
were just trying to control
yourself — I know. Believe me, I
zgw.&zt)mcmlmtocon-
" -

sician, but she srgues it’s 2 mi-
rage. In her own mind she has
always played catch-up. She
took up the violin at 9, late in the
game compared to her peers.
Spesmﬁdyithm&rou-

fit, too, since she was already
her full height. But the Kava-
ﬁmmghewhizlddsgntlge

the thing that drove me all
zlong was the need to produce
certain sonorities. That's why [
say I'm a melody player.”

Her friends say no one put in
longer hours in the woodshed.
This is 2 woman who is known
to practice in zirport rest-
rootns. “Tt looks £ me now that
she does things with such ease,
but [ remember the incredible
struggle she used to have to get
Lo this point,” says cellist Marcy
Rosen, who has known Kash-

2 % bt

‘I'm Dow it's
been hard work for n;'?tsm
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Kim Kashisshian

the natural sunny nature that
my daughter has, and, boy,

12 Sopryvighl 2050 Tho Deves Mem s Dedsil Proa Pascs
Phonr conbud 3w reddvher CRoiny b repansy
M Flegn Reserved

101-6

Gol20
Account: 780G {1055)
A

Page 3of 6




’Hw I)etr()it Ne’WS AND Ttee 1)1855 e Sunciay. June 08, 2006

DETROIT. W
Circulation (DMA) E40356 111)
Trpe (Freguosncy): Newwrspuper (5)
Puge: 12
Keywoed Kim Xashiashian

Page 4 of 8

) CAm vt S T1ve Eninndt i Ttk Frmes Py o
b e A ) N ALl ey oyate.
F Nighis Nestovea

Tol20
Acoount: 7880GF (1055)

Nt

1107 -7




The Detroit News awp Free Press o,

’ Clrzulabion (DMA):
;zm.{}mmmnw;:
Kagy‘;xd:

Sunday, Juns 08, 2008
DETROIT, My

540356 {11)
Newspeper (5)

12

Kim Xashkashan

O Carwure 7008 The Duoss Mow s Datnd] Frss e an
B L L L T PV A pp—
Pl TigEes Haseysng

Sol20
Account. 7880GF {1055)
NS

1701 -8

Page 5 of 5



The Detroit News anp Ffree Press P2, oo o0 2008

Circulation {DMAK 640,355 {11)

Type (Frequescy).  Newspaper [S)
Page: 1.2
Kuypwoed Kim Kashicasdin

o

S TR SRS TR Y

Violist Xl Kashiashian reconty formed 2 trio with comy
percussionist Robyn Schullkowsky to perform Armenian
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